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Rambla Sur : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Photo : Ethan Millar
Cubo Sur, fortified wall at the water’s edge.

“El Río de la Plata has been described in many ways: 
river, gulf, sunken delta, sea. It is difficult to classify 
because it is all of  these things at once.”
- Alicia Torres Corral 3

El Río de la Plata is an estuary formed by the 
confluence between el Río Uruguay and Río Paraná. 
This body of  water creates the eastern border between 
Argentina and Uruguay and leads out to the Atlantic 
Ocean. It has been called el Mar Dulce (Sweet Sea). Its 
ambiguous character continues to define its quality as 
a vastly sublime body of  water. 

Montevideo was born on the water, however, the walls 
of  its colonial fortification enclosed the population 
and the city turned its back on El Río de la Plata. 
It was not until the early 20th century that the city 
returned to the water’s edge. Since its return to the 
coast, Montevideo’s public character is fundamentally 
defined by its relationship with the water’s edge. This 
relationship is manifested in a public space called La 
Rambla. La Rambla is a continuous pedestrian and 
vehicular way that stretches along the entire 25 km (16 
mi) coastline of  Montevideo. 

During their time in Uruguay, students lived in 
Pocitos, a residential neighborhood located adjacent 
to La Rambla. This context served as a valuable area 
to study the water’s edge. Students worked on a series 
of  section perspective line drawings to document 
the edge condition between El Río de la Plata and 
Montevideo. 

Students also travelled west and east along El Río 
de la Plata, experiencing and studying the different 
scale of  cities along the Uruguayan coastline. Their 
first excursion took them 185 km (115 mi) west of  
Montevideo to the city of  Colonia del Sacramento. 
Located across from Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Colonia was founded by the Portuguese in 1602 as a 
direct response to the Spanish port city of  Buenos 
Aires. The founding of  Colonia was a violation 
of  the dividing line established by El Tratado de 
Tordesillas (Treaty of  Tordesillas). This violation 
was a fundamental factor in the Spanish founding 
Montevideo farther along el Río de la Plata in 1724. 

These military and political tensions have shaped 
the history and physical construction of  this coastal 
territory. Although it is now considered a benign, 
recreational, and commercial edge, El Río de la Plata 
and La Rambla will always carry the weight of  the 
violent origins of  this part of  the world, and the city 
of  Montevideo.
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The water and the city cut off  their ties to one 
another with six lanes of  traffic, but only for a brief  
moment. The beach is contained in a “u” shaped bay. 
It is barren except for a few runners and a couple 
sitting close to the water’s edge on a blanket with their 
golden retrievers. One is in the water playing with 
the waves and barking at the ones that hit his mouth. 
Why they are on the beach I am not sure. The wind is 
picking up and the sun is hidden by the long burst of  
clouds. Being about six feet above the beach sitting 
on the stone benches that line La Rambla my ears are 
experiencing both traffic and the light sound of  the 
one foot waves. If  I were to jump down, the noise of  
the traffic would almost disappear and I would feel no 
connection to the city. 

Alex Krug

“When Christopher Columbus headed across the great 
emptiness west of  Christendom, he had accepted 
the challenge of  legend. Terrible storms would play 
with his ships as if  they were nutshells and hurl them 
into the jaws of  monsters; the sea serpent, hungry 
for human flesh, would be lying in wait in the murky 
depths. According to 15th century man, only 1000 
years remained before the purifying flames of  the Last 
Judgement would destroy the world, and the world 
was then the Mediterranean Sea with its uncertain 
horizons: Europe, Africa, Asia. Portuguese navigators 
spoke of  strange corpses and curiously carved pieces 
of  wood that floated in on the west wind, but no one 
suspected that the world was about to be startlingly 
extended by a great new land.” 

Eduardo Galeano 4

The Open Veins of  Latin America

WE

Top
El Centro & Barrio Sur : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Photo : Blake Foxley
Looking south from the observation deck at La Intendencia (City Hall).
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La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Photo : Brian Skrovig
Panoramic of Pocitos beach in the afternoon.
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La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Drawing : Emily Hamer
Section perspective drawing of La Rambla.
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La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Text : Alex Krug
Travelling to street market from hostel.

Above
La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Drawing : Alex Krug
Section perspective drawing of La Rambla.



Top
Muelle de Yates : Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay 
Photo Sequence : Emily Hamer, Brian Skrovig, Blake Foxley 
Sunset photo sequence at pier.

Top
Muelle de Yates : Colonia del Sacramento, Uruguay 
Photo : Alex Krug
Leaving the pier at sunset.
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Cerro San Antonio : Piriápolis, Uruguay 
Drawing : Blake Foxley
Sketch of relationship between topography and bay.



63WATER’S EDGE : LINES + ADJACENCIESREAD : WRITE : DRAW : PHOTOGRAPH DAY(S) : 19

On top of  Cerro San Antonio near Piriápolis the 
sun is high over the hills and the city. A chair 
lift brings a few people up from the coast. Our 
group walked the winding road to the point to be 
met by couples sitting nestled together drinking 
mate. I take a seat on the rock foundation of  a 
thatched hut most likely used during the summer 
months, a smell similar to funnel cake comes 
from one of  the near by shops. A group of  teens 
come out of  a bus for a school trip. I feel the 
pain of  the teacher. Everyone running around 
taking pictures, climbing rocks, stairs, everything. 
They are like the packs of  feral dogs that roam 
the city streets that we have been to. I am over 
looking the beach were our hotel was. Argentino 
Hotel was built around the turn of  the 20th 
century. 

Alex Krug
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Cerro San Antonio : Piriápolis, Uruguay 
Photo : Federico Garcia Lammers
Students drawing and writing at top cerro.

Top
Cerro San Antonio : Piriápolis, Uruguay 
Photo : Ethan Millar
Walking up road to the top of el cerro, 
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La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Text : Alex Krug
Walking, drawing, writing along the coast.

Above
La Rambla, Pocitos : Montevideo, Uruguay 
Photo : Brian Skrovig
Walking along Pocitos beach at night.


